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Cririzzn Eaton, 


F OR your PHirantHRopist, I prefent you with the 
State of the Reprefentation of the Houfe of Commons of Eng- 
land ; accompanied with which are thefe fentiments :— 


People of Great Britain, place no dependance in either 
Party ;—you have been deceived too often ;—if you with fora 
Reform, depend upon your own virtuous and energetic exer- 
tions. The great ftruggle of Oppofition is to gain what Ad- 
miniftration now enjoy; and depend upon it, a Change of 
Party will not produce a Change of Meafures—they are all to- 
gether the tools of Power, both in and out of place, and equally 
ready to facrifice your Liberties on the altar of Defpotifm, 
which is raifing its throne over thofe-devoted and once happy 
. kingdoms. 

WELDONIOUS. 


The 
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The prefent State of the Parliamentary Reprefentation of 
the—I was going to fay—People of Great Britain, in their 
Kings Houfe of Commons, is as follows : 


Members. 


For 40 Enplith Counties, - <2 2 one os 6s 80 
19 Ditto Cities (except London), ---- 38 

33 Ditto Towns, having two weekly markets 

or more each, Abingdon returning but 








onemember, ------------ 65 
Lond, = «hi. = abe a ee 4 

} 130 Ditto ‘Towns, having one weekly market 
it each, returning two members each, - - 260 


4 Ditto Towns, having one weekly market 
each, returning one member each, -- 4 


St. Michaels, Milbourn Port, Newton 
an “4 (Hants), Old Sarum, Seaford, Shoreham, 


Weft Loo, and Winchelfea, all without - 
market, each returning as many mem- 


bers as any town or city, except London, 34 


1, i a: Univerfities, ---- 22 - = = 5- 4 
Hf | 17 Englith Boroughs, viz. Bamber, Berealfton, 
WT Bleachinley, Boffiney, Caftle Rifing, Gat- 
il | _ ton, Heytefbury, Luggerfhall, St. Mawes, 
| 





| Members for England, - - - - - - - 480 
ii for Wales, ------- 24 
iit for Scotland, ------ 45 
Members of the Houfe of Commons, 558 
ii They are from the different Counties in the following pro- 
i portion : ’ 
i Counties. Members. Counties. Members. 
4! Bedford, ---- - 4 Chefhire, - - - - - 4 
i Bucks, -- --- - 14° Cornwall, - ---- 44 
t a g Cumberland, --- 6 
i Cambridge, ---- 6 Derby, ------ 4 
i Devon, 


| 





Counties. " Counties. Members, 
Devon, 6 Northampton, -+- 9 


Dorfet, - - Northumberland, + 8 
Durham, - Nottingham, 8 

Oxford, - - 9 
Gloucefter, Rutland, - 2 
Hants, - Salop, - - 12 
Hereford, ~ Somerfet, 18 

Stafford, - 10 
Huntingdon Suffolk, - 16 

Surry, - - 14 
Lancafter, Suffex, - 28 
Leicefter, Warwick - 6 
Lincoln, Weftmoreland, 4 
Monmouth, Wilts,- - - - = 34 
Middlefex, Worcefter, - - 9 
London, 30 
“Weftminfter 24. 
Norfolk, 12 Scotland, 45 


Old Sarum, though only a Farm Houfe, fends two mem- 
bers to Parliament ; Birmingham, Manchefter, and Sheffield, 


&c. &c. fend none*, 
Is 


* The firft regular fummonfes to Parliament were A. D. 1264, the ath of 
Henry III. for the forty Englith counties, and the cities of London and Lincoln, 
to fend each two reprefentatives ; fo that the Commons of England where then re- 
prefented by only forty-eight members.—In this ftate Parliament continued for 
thirty years; when, in 1295, the 23d of Edward I. the King extended the pri- 
vileges ef fending reprefentatives to fifteen cities, feventeen counties or Shire 


towns, and to fifty-feven boroughs, adding, at one ftroke of royal prerogative, one 
hundred and feventy-eight members ; two more he added for Windfor. He 
ftill purfued his plan of the extenfion of the privilege of election, in 1297, to one 
town, in 1298, to five towns, in 1299, to one city and fix boroughs, in 10g, to 
one city and one borough, and in 1307, to one county town and one borough. His 
fon and fucceffor, Edward II. alfo increafed the number of reprefentatives, by 
charters, to fix boroughs, and augmenting the charters of two more. Edward III. 
franchifed the Cinque Ports, and their three branches, with feven boroughs. 
Henry VIII. added twenty-four members from Wales, from annexing the 

principality 
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Is this the Government, as Burke would have the people 
believe is the mafter-piece of perfection ;—future ages will be 
aftonithed, that enlightened men of this are to find a corrupt 
Minority (of the people) exercife unbounded a¢ts of defpotifm 
over a majority. 

From the foregoing faéts, and confidering the prefent abufes 
at elections, the more this admirable Conftitution, the origin of 
legiflative franchife, is examined ; by whom, and for what pur- 
pofe garbelled, the lefs, we prefume, will it be admired. Andit 
is matter of real aftonifhment, that in_ thefe enlightened days, 
there can be found one man to open his lips in its defence. 


principality to England. Edward IV. added twenty-eight members, Queen 
Mary added fifteen. Elizabeth, thirty-five. James I. fourteen. Charles I. eight, 
and Charles-II. four. So that it appears, three hundred and five are added by 
royal prerogative.—This fhort detail fully proves, that the Crown not only can 
alter the number, but has been in frequent exercife of that prerogative. 


‘ 








OsservaTions on GEORGE THE THIRD, Kine of © 


EnGLANp, and Erector of Hanover, his late Prohi- 
bition of Reading, and acquiring Knowledge. 


A WISE man of antiquity fays, Wifdom is the principal 
thing ; therefore get wifdom, and with all thy getting, get 
underflanding. However falutary this advice, that it is not 
the doftrine of modern Kings, I hand you a proof in the fol- 
lowing Royal ordinance, re/pecting reading focieties and cir- 


culating libraries, difperfed by authority through the whole 
Ele@torate of Hanover. 


“ George the Third, by the grace of God, King of Great 
** Britain, France and Ireland, Defender of the faith, Duke 
** of Brunfwick and Lunenburg, Arch-Treafurer and Elector 


it of 








ie 


of the holy Roman Empire, &c. The continual increafe of 
reading focieties and circulating libraries, as they are called, 
renders it neceffary that fuch eftablifhments fhould be fubjeét 
to a ftricter police. We find ourfelves, on this account, 
moved to eftablifh and ordain as follows: —1ft. All antiqua- 
rians (antiquarii) and others, who keep libraries for reading 
or letting out books for hire, fhall immediately, after publi- 
cation of this ordinance, deliver to the police office of the 
place where they refide, a compleat catalogue of all and every 
of the books and pamphlets in their libraries, and fhall in 
future, on every oceafion, deliver in a fimilar catalogue of 
all fuch books and pamphlets as they at any time purchafe, 
before they lend them. Whoever refufes this, or lends a 
book or pamphlet not mentioned in the catalogue, fhall pay, 
for the firft offence, a fine of ten rixdollars, and for the fe- 
cond, a-double fine, and be prohibited from lending books 
any more. Half the fine to go tothe informer. adly. All 
the managers of reading focieties, fhall likewife be obliged to 
deliver to the police office of the place where they refide, 
without exception, and without plea of a privileged court, 
immediately after publication of this’ ordinance, a compleat 
catalogue of the books and pamphlets at prefent circulatings 
or which may hereafter circulate, in their focieties: and*they 
who are guilty of refufal or negle&t, fhall pay, without ex- 
ception of perfons, a fine of twenty rixdollars—half to go to 
the informer. We accordingly command all our police offi- 
cers ftri€tly to execute the above ordinance, to fend a copy of 
the catalogues from time to time delivered to them, to our 
Regency ; a/fo immediately to feize [uch writings mentioned 
in the catalogues as are known to be dangerous, or are pro- 
hibited; but in doubtful cafes to apply to our Regency for 
farther inftruCtions. 
«¢ By fpecial command of the King and Eledtor. 
“ V. Kielmanfegge, v. Beulwitz, v. Arnfiwalott, .v. Stein- 
“* berg. 
Hanover, the oth Dec. 1793, C. L. Koppner.” 
From 
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From the particular conne¢tion of the Electorate of Hano- 
ver with the Britifh Government, the above recited ordinance 
muft be deemed peculiarly interefting, more efpecially at the 
prefent period. As fuch, I recommend it to the very ferious 
perufal of your numerous readers ; and, by way of aflifting their 
reflection, I will prefent them with the following flattering 
portraiture of Ignorance, as drawn by the mafterly hand of 
Helvetius. 

“« In the Eaft, the beft titles to great fortune are ignorance 
and bafenefs, When an important place becomes vacant, the 
tyrant enters his anti-chamber—‘* Have not I here (he fays) 
fome valet, of whom I can make a Vizier?” All the flaves 
proftrgte themfelves before him: the moft defpicable obtains 
the place. Can it then be wondered at that the conduct of the 
Vizier correfponds to the manner in which he is chofen?” 

When, when will man aé up to the dignity of his nature ? 
When fhall he fill with credit the part allotted him by the Su- 
preme Being? When will man difcharge the duties of man? 
When will he learn to do unto others as he would thev fhould 
do unto him? J will anfwer in a few words—When he con- 
fiders virtue as happinefs, and knowledge as the means of 
acquiring it. Satisfied as I am of the perfetibility with which 
the Almighty has endued his ereatures, I cannot doubt of 
their being furnifhed with the means of attaining to it; and 
whatever temporary obftructions the progrefs of mankind to 
that perfection be liable to, the grand affociation of knowledge, 
virtue, and happinefs, is eternal, and their triumph certain. 
Before the power of the Diety, who wi//s the happinefs of man, 
all obftacles muft fall: vain are the paltry endeavours to coun- 
teract the defigns of is Providence, who gave Reafon to man 
as his Jeff gift, and the order to cultivate it as his firft duty. 


ARISTIDES. 


THE 
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THE 
BROKEN WINDOW AND PANNIERS ; 
A RECENT TALE. 
BY GREGORY GRUNTER. 


To famous CoppLETOWN—a furious Dame, 
With Rofinante, Dotty BumMpkKIN came. 
Her fteed—a fkeleton—* for here, and there, 
«© Making their way by force, his bones lay bare ;” 
Stor'd with PoTATOKS—on his either fide, 
A monftrous pannier did his carcafe hide.— 
Where a large window deck’d with various feenes 
Of Dukes, and Lords, of Bifbops, Kings, and Qeeens, 
In ftubborn earneft, or in wicked jeft, 
Upon the pavement Dolly drove the beaft ; 
And, whether train’d in fome SEDITIOUS SCHOOL, 
Or that he wifh’d for once to play the fool 
With grander folks, I can’t pretend to fay, 
But to dire mifchief he found out the way, 
And quick as thought rear'd up in trait’rous mood, 
And feiz’d a mighty Monarch for his food. 
His ftarboard pannier drove with fhock fo great, 
As fore’d the Prince of Cobourg to retreat ; 
Knock’d off the legs of the Apoftle Paul, 
And hurl’d the Devil ’gainft the further wall ; 
Nay drove, unable to fupport himfelf, 
York’s valiant Duke from off the window thelf. 
But yet, as though this mifchief not enough, 
The window, made of very brittle ftuff, 
In twice ten thoufand various pieces broke, 
The rage and malice of the beaft befpoke. 
Alas! what godly men, no tongue can tell, 
What faints—what heroes on the pavement fell ! 
Here 
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Here Calvin, Luther, Zidka—tumbling down, 
Receive with Brunfwick, each a broken crown ; 
Here Bunyan’s hero, who did once engage 

The ftrength, and fury of the Devil's rage, 

To Rofinante’s prowefs forc’d to yield, 

Now finds in vain his weapon, and his fhield. 
Here’s no diftin@ion made—an equal fate 

Awaits the Thief, and Minifter of State ; 
Tun-belly'd Vicars, with poor Curates lean, 

Great Kings with Idiots here themfelves demean ; 
Sham Patriots—Stock-Fobbers of the nation, 

The friends and enemies of Reformation ; 

The Cidevant French Queen—the Gommon Whore, 
In rude equality bef{pread the floor. 


—————— 


SONNET. 


BY SYLVANUS AMICUS. { 


WHO loves his Country, and with-holds a figh, 
Its wafted hamlets, ruined towns to fee ; 

Who meets, which way foe’er he turns his eye, 
‘The various forms of Want and Mifery ? 

Who but muft feel his indignation ftrongj” 
On Nature’s honeft, broad, and gen’ral plan, 

Againft that head, that heart, that hand, that tongue, 
Which makes mankind a foe to. fellow-man? 


I hate att Wars, becaufe I love mankind, 
And execrate that Wretch’s odious name, 
However dignified, who firft defign’d, 
Or ftill protracts, the fanguinary game. 
If man be form’d the image of his God, 
Sure he who mars the ftamp muft feel Heav'n’s vengeful rod! 


) me 
1 RBRG 








